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7E Reader of the following Dif: 
cou Ve delivered n the uſual Courſe 


35 of the Autho!"s Preaching, ws requeſted 


mot to exp: 4 Novelty of Remark ; or 
Elegancy of Compoſition : The Sul jel 
his been too much exhauſt ed to expett 
| the former, and the Necaſch of a Plain 
Statement of falle br ccluded even an 
Attempt at the latter. 
1 8 now font into the World, at 
" the Requr ft of ſoeral: The Author's 
Prayers Accompany it in its preſent 
Form ; and if lut one Perſon feels 
Penefit therefrom, ond is in the lecſt 
eflabliſicd in the Faill, once delivered 
to the Saints, it will not have been Vnilten 
in Vain, . 
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And without Controverſy great is the Myſtery 
of Godlineſ5, God was manifeſt in the Fleſh, 


— — — 


N HE R E is not a greater miſtake than 


for men to decide on the Truth from 


% ſuperficial views of it: the plaineſt 


DN propoſition with ſuch perſons may be 


deemed incomprehenſible ; ; or a Myſtery may be 
condemned as Contradittory to realon, when in. 


reality it is only ſuperior to it. 


This fact is evidenced by daily experience; 
how many are there who take upon them to diſ- 


pute the Sublimelt Myſteries of Godlineſs? And 
ſhould ignorance admire or infidelity applaud their 


labours; how do they triumph? they then would 
g0 forth as ſo many Goltaths, like kim, they would 


defy the Armies of the God of Vrael. 
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But the grand doctrines of the Bible which for 


fo many Years have had to contend with the power, 


pride and perverted learning of the World, are not 


now to be overthrown by petty Cavils, or indecent 


Sneers; in the mean while we would intimate to 
the Champions of infidelity and error, that if un- 
anſwered it is not becauſe they are invincible; 


if difregarded, it is not becauſe they are feared; 
but it is becauſe the truth ſtands on the rock of 
Ages. and therefore may well negle&@ the puny 
raging of an Angry Wave below: let them bring 


forth Arguments and the farth will not want defen- 


ders, but let them not retail from the duſty ſhelf 
the almoſt forgotten Works of a Chubb, a Morgen, 
a Toland, or a Tindall; nor boaſt of the unhappy 
wanderings of a Clarke, or a Whiſton. Let them 


remember that we have a cloud of Witneſſes, who 


have been mighty to the pulling down of theſe 
their Strong Holds, yea, of their fenced Cities. 


While however we inſiſt upon it that the defen- 


ders of the Chriſtian Syſtem are not bound to no- 
. tice every oppoſer of their holy faith and worſhip ; 
yet there are occaſions on which filence might be- 
tray lukewarmnels or inability highly dangerous: 
the preſent age has it muſt be confeſſed produced 
a few opponents of conſiderable Ability, who have 
particularly directed their attack againſt the Di- 
vinity of Chriſt, this ſeems to be the grand objet 


at 


4: 
at preſent; whatever differences men may have; 
whether they believe mare ar leſs; whether they 
would recommend Morality, or tolerate licenti- 
ouſneſs; they now for a while are ilent to per- 
ceive the effects of this lirſt attempt upon true 
Religion and Virtue, hence the dottrine of the 
Reſurreclion from the dead, the Evidence of Miracles, 
the fulfillment of Prophecies, are now but ſeldom ob- 
jected againſt, they give way if I may ſo ſpeak, to 
this primary object; even Arzanjm daily loles 
ground, and its ſupporters are gradually incor- 


porating themſelves with the followers of the more 


licentious tenets of Socinus. 

It therefore well became the Heads of the 
Church, and thoſe diſtinguiſhed 1 in the Schools of 
the Prophets to be zealoully rouſed, it became 


them to contend earneltly for the faith which was 


once delivered to the Saints ; and great has been the 


effect of their learned labours ; for never was the | 


Divinity of CRRIST firmer eſtablithed ; never 
was the Doctrine of the Holy Trinity more ably 
defended; never were the Fathers more trium- 
phantly cleared from the Charge of Unitaruamſm. 

To ſuch excellent ſupporters of the common 


Salvation, youth will look up with rev erence, and 


at their lips ſeek inſtruction; far be it from me 
to perſume to add to their Arguments, and far is 


it trom py power even to do Jultice to them, but 
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humble as my Teſtimony certainly is, and weak - 


as my reaſoning may be, I cannot withold it from 
you: When the enemy would poiſon the ſoun- 


tains where the flocks are to refreſh themſelves 
at noon, it is the duty of the Shepherds to pro- 
vide againſt the danger; and when we hear a man 


declare that he will never reſt till he hath extiypated 
the Idol-worſhip of Jeſus Chriſt out of the World, 
it becomes the duty of every Minilter, to coun- 
teraQ the eff. & of ſuch uiremittiog ardour, by 


enabling cvery perſon. to gre a Teajon * ins 


| hope. 


Having on a former occaſion led your attention 


to the 1 zme, Pace, and Perſon, who was, as 04 this 


day born in Beiklehem, I would purſue the Sub- 


725 more particularly: by . 


1. From Scripture evidence that Chriſt was 
truly God. God Mani feſt it in the Aa — 


II. That the Scheme of Man's 3 
could ſtand couſiſtently on no other foun- 
dation, 


And firſt, I am to tönen the Truth "0 


Scripture evidence. I confine my ſelf to Scrip- 


ture as the teſtimony is unimpeachable, and the 


concluſion to be drawn is the moſt obvious. For 
however a modern Writer may tell us that one 


inſpired 
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inſpired © Writer gives a lame account, and 


another "argues inconcluhvely;“ Tou my Brechren, 
1 am couy inced 100K 0 the Law and to the Teſti- 
mo ny. 

And here ſo wide a field opens itſelf to our 


view, that the dilkiculty 1 is not to icek for matter 


but to keep the building within proper bounds. 
Were we from Moe and ihe Pfalms to comment 


on all the Scriptures which 4% of Chrijt, they | 


would afford us a ſubject on which we might medi- 


tate until Midug t. We mult therefore contract 


our @rguments and let a few teſtimonies ſuffice. 
As Jah writes very fully on the ſubje&, we 
begin with his Teſtimony, In the XLIV Chap. 
and 5th Veiſe.—We find the Almighty thus em- 
phatically diſtinguiſhing himſelf, —7 am the Lord 
and there is none elſe, there is no God beſide me, —ln 


the 8th Verſe, 1s there a God b:fule me, yea there is 


no God I know not any? I will not burthen your 
memory with more texts while I beg you to attend 


to this particular, -Whether theſe texts do not 


evidently exclude all other perſons from being 


God, and whether Jeſus Chriſt, if he is not che 


ſame with God is net as necellarily excluded as 
any heathen Deity ? 

Ic is wretched quibbling to ſay Chriſt is only 
excluded from being Supreme God. The paſloges 
are dccilive aud we could refer to leycral others 


which 
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which direAly ſtate that there i 15 but One God, it is 
not only - afferted that there is no other Supr-me: 
God, but abſolutely no other: and therefore our 
bleſſed Lord muſt either be included and com- 
prehended in the one Supreme God of Ilrael, or 
, muſt (as before obſerved) be entirely excluded 
with the other pretended or nominal Deities, we 
conclude therefore with St. Auguſtine in his reply 
to Maximin the Arian biſhop © Repeat it ever ſo 
often that the Father is greater the Son leſs. 
We ſhall anſwer you as often that the greater 
ce and leſs make two. And it is not ſaid thy 
e greater Lord is one Lord. But the words are 
« the Lord thy God is one Lord. Nor 1s it ſaid 
there is none other equal to we, but the words 
« are, there is none other beſides me: either 
1 therefore. acknowledge that Father and Son are 
„ one Lord God, or in plain terms deny that 
1 Chriſt is God at all.“ 


This is the Dilemma to which Arian: are dri- 


ven, and from which they have never yet extri- 
cated themſelves, they would allow Chriſt to be 
God, but he muſt be inferior; whereas we aſſert 
| that © what we believe of the Father, we believe 
of the Son, and of the Holy-Ghoſt, WITHOUT 
ANY. DIFFERENCE ox INEQUALITY” 


And thus are conkiſtent with the ns read to 
1 out of Iſaiah. 


* 
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| Hitherto in ſome reſpe&s the Socinians may 


agree, but though with us they are not of us, for 


they alſo are to be diſcomfited with the Sword f 


the Spirit, which is the Word of God. 


From the ſame Prophet I will read you a paſ- 
ſage or two and then proceed. In the ix Chap. 
Ve have theſe words. For unto ws à Child is 


Bon, unto uw a Son is groen, and the Govern« 


ment ſhall be upon his Shoulder, and his Name 


ſhall be called Wongerful Counſellor, the MIGHTY 


GOD, the EVERLASTING FATHER. . 
bs gain in the XLIX Chap. Iſaiah was commanded 


to prophecy in the name of the Lord, ſay ing 


All fletk ſhall know that I Jehovah am -thy 


Saviour and Redeemer, the Mighty one of Jacob. — 
: If therefore Chriſt is a Saviour and Redeemer, 
it follows that He is Jehovah and the M:ghty one 
of Jacob. | 


Let any man open the New Teſtament and 


| read the firſt Verſe of St. Joun's Goſpel, and 


he will find the ſtrongeſt evidence of the Di- 
vinity of Chrilt—/n the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was 


| God. The inſpired Penmen, words it in the 


ſtrongeſt manner, and ſeems not only to have 
had the errors of Cerinthus in view, but the 
pervertions of all Enemies of * Truth to the 
Tod poſterity, 5 
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45 the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, we find the 


* 


following addreſs to Chriſt. Thy Throne O0 
6 OD is for ever and ever: Chriſt is there 


deſcribed as the brightneſs of his Father's Glory, 


and the expreſs image of his perſon, With theſe 
teſtimonies that I be not farther tedious, I con- 


clude this part of the Argument againſt thoſe who 


contend for the inferiority of the Godhead of 
the Son: having I truſt proved that Chriſt is 
God, Conſequeitly one in eſence with Jehovah, 


Here I might reſt the Argument; but for our 


ſtronger Confirmation in the faith and leſt 
through any fault of mine, the ſubject may not 
be ſufficiently cleared; I will lay before you 


ſome Texts from the Old Teſtament, with the 

Application of them in the New, Scripture be. 

ing the interpreter of Scripture. 
The firſt I ſhall call your attention to, is the 


firſt Chapter of Geneſis, and 26 Verſe. And 


Goo ſaid let us make Man in our image, aſter 


our likeneſs, —Coloſhans I. 16. for by Him 


(Chriſt) were all things created that are in Heaven, 
and that are in Earth, viſible and inviſible, whe- 


ther they be Thrones, or Domamons, or Principalities, 


or Powers; all things were created by Him and for 

Him. „ W 
The next, I ſhall lay before you, is the 43 Verſe 
of the xxxii Chapter of Deuteronpmy, according 
| | te 


Fu. =. 


ro the Septuagint the verſe begins thus, Rejoice 
O ye Heavens with him, and let all the Angels 
of God worſhip him. To this place, or Plalm 
xcv1t. 6. Paul alluded in Hebrews 1, 6, which 
I now read the parallel paſſage. When he 
dringeth the firſt begotten into the World, he 


faith—Let all the Angels of God worſhip Him. 


The ground of joy both in Heaven and Earth, 
is the Redemption of the World, by the Lord 


_ Jeſus Chriſt. I heard, (ſays St. John) the Voice 


ol many Angels round about the Throne, and 


the beaſt and the elders: and the number of 
them was ten thouſand times ten thouſand, and 
thouſands of thouſands, ſaying with a loud 
voice, worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain to 


receive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and 


Urengtb, and honour, and glory, and bleſling.|} 


I. Book of Kings, viii. 39.—Thou even 
thou only knoweſt the hearts of men. With 
this we compare Revelation xi 2£3,—I am 


he (ſaith Chriſt) which ſearcheth the reins and 
hearts. 


Palm Ixxviti. 18. They tempted and pro 
woked the molt High God. 

1. Corinthians x. 9. Neither let us tempt 
Chriſt, as ſome of them alſo tempted. 


B "Iſaiah - 


Rev. V. 41. 22. 
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ffaiah vi. 5. Mine Eyes have ſcen the King | 

* the Lord of Hoſts. 

li n . Theſe things ſaid Thins, 
= when he ſaw his glory and ſpake of Him. 

it 


= | Iſaiah xliv. 6. Thus faith the Lord, The 
| King of Iſrael, and his Redeemer, the Lord 
of Hoſts. I am the firſt and the laſt, FH. 

Revelation xxii. 13. Chriſt ſays.—I am 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning ang the end, 
the lirſt and the laſt. 


Jeremiah XXIII. 6. And this ! is the Name 


| whereby he ſhall be called the Lo RD OUR 
RiIcurzovsxzEss = 
if 2. Peter 1. 1. Through 7 8 
| ol our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 

| Haggai 11. 6. I will ſhake the Heavens 
lf and the Earth, the Sea, and the dry land, 

| q Hebrews xii. 26. Whoſe Voice then ſhook 
| | the Earth, but now he hath promiſed, ſaying, 
| yet once more I ſhake not the Earth only but 
1 alſo the Heavens. 

| | Teckariah xii, 10. They ſhall look on me 
| whom they have pierced. | 
| | John xix. 37. They ſhall look on him whom 


I. have pierced, EY, 
a Malichi 


"CF 


Malachi. iii. 1. Behold I ſend my Meſſen- 5 


ger and he ſhall prepare the way before me. 
Matthew xi. 20. Behold 1 ſend my Mel. 


ſengerwhich ſhall prepare the way before thee, 


1 ſhall now ſet before you, two or three 


? other paſlages as applied 10 Chriſt, of which 5 | 


think there can be no danger of any application 
to another, they being either ſpoken by Chriſt 
| himſelf, or addreſſed to him by his Diſciples, 
in ſo dire a manner, as to preclude all miſ- 
rake, 


In the xiv. of St. John, our Saviour thus 
ſpeaks of himſelf —1 am the Way, and the truth 
and the life. 


John x. go. 1 ad my F ather are one, 


John viii. 58. Before Abi aka was I am. 


And how expreſs are his Diſciples in aſcrib- 


ing the higheſt Epithets to their Divine Maſe. 


ter. The Bapliſt proclaims in the Deſert, the 


High-way of his God! they ; believed and 
knew that he was this Chriſt, the living Cod. 


tkus 
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Thus, Thomas once credulous but now believe 
ing exclaims, my Lord and my God! and 


Stephen, in the hour of death, cricd, lying. 
155 Lord Jeſus receive my Spirit, 


Having thus proved from n Evidence, 


that Chriſt was truly God, I proceed in the 
ſecond place to ſhew, N 


That the Scheme of Man's Nedeimpttön 


could ſtand N oy upon this great 
 Foundation.— 


„ When Man, as we find in the ii. Chapter 
of Geneſis, had tranſgreſſed the Law of 


God, he knew not what method to take to 
appeaſe, nor which way to fly, to eſcape his 
diſpleaſure. How could he hope for Re- 


demption without remiſſion? And how could 


remiſſion be expected without remiſſion to 


the Divine Juſtice? And how could ſatisfac- 
tion be made to the Divine Juſtice, unleſs 


_ God's honour; was repaired, and man's na- 


ture renewed? Now all this could never be 
effected by a Sinner, not the moſt innocent 
creature; not the ſublimeſt Angel—not all 
the Angels in Heaven could do it: for the 


utmoſt, that the moiſt innocent of that order 


could hope for; was io recommend himſelf 
to the divine acceptance, and therefore ne- 
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ver could merit any thing for others,—»Be-. 


fide, being but a creature, conſequently 


finite, he never could make ſatisfatiou to 


infinite Juſtice.” 


This was that ſtate of things that puzzled 


all created wiſdom ; this was a difficulty as in- 


explicable to the Holieſt Angel in the kingdom 


of God, as to the brighteſt Seraphim chat ſur- 
rounds his Throne. 


But behold ! the infinite wiſdom and love of 
God: the ſecond Perſon in the ever bleſſed and 
glorious Trinity, conſents to be the Mediator, 


and to bear the fins of the World. He who 


knew no ſin, is made fin for us, that we might 
be made the righteouſneſs of God in him.“ So 


that hereby atonement is made, God is recon- 
ciled, the Law is ſatisfied, everlaſting righteoul- 


neſs is brought in, and we ſtand again in a 


Hate of favour with God. 


But though the Divinity of the Redeemer, 
is clearly revealed in the Sacred Writings, and 
It was thus evidently neceſſary that his God- 


head ſhould be joined to his human ; yet ſtill. 
the Janguage of the unbelicying Philoſopher 


11 
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LG can theſe things be ? how can eternity 
be made ſubjeR to time? how can Omnipotency - 


be joined with infinity ? how can infinity be 
comprehended in a figite creature ? In anſwer 
to thele interrogatories, let me aſk this ſhallow _ 
reaſoner, Art not thou a myſtery to thyſelf; 
Doſt not thou carry about thee in thy own be- 
_ ing inſuperable difficulties ? How can'ſt thou 
then hope to find out, the nature and manner 


of an Union between an infinite and finite 


creature, when even the union of thy own ſoul 
and body is above thy comprehenſion, —ls not 
the ſoul that enlivens thee, hid from thee? 
And as thou art thus a myſtery to thyſelf, ſo 


alſo do not numberleſs things around thee 


puzzle thy enquiries ? Are not the plants un- 
der thy feet as much above thy comprehenſion, 

as the Stars and the Heavens? Canſt thou 
give any certain account even of the air thou 
breatheſt in, or of the light which gives thee. 
the pleaſure of all created glories? In the 
language of Scripture, let me aſk, who art 
thou © that darkeneth counſel by words without 
knowledge? where waſt thou, when God laid | 
the ſoundatians of the earth; when the morn. 
ing ſtars ſung together, and all the Sons of God 
| ſhouted for joy? Where is the way where light 
Awelleth, and as for darknels, where is the 


place 
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place thereof? Haſt thou entered into the 


treaſures of the Snow? or haſt thou ſeen the 
treaſures of the Hail? haſt thou entered into 
the ſprings of the ſea, or haſt. thou walked in 
the ſearch of the deep? Uanſt thou ſend light- 
nings that they may go, and ſay unto thee, 
Here we are? Canſt thou number the clouds 


in wiſdom ? Knoweſt thou the time when the 
wild goats of the rock bring forth, or canſt 
thou mark when the hinds do calve ? Doth 
the hawk fly by thy wiſdom, and ſtretch her 


wings to the South? Doth the eagle mount 


up at thy command, and make her neſt 


on high ? Haſt thou an arm like God, or canſt | 


: thou-thunder with a voice like Him.““ 


* Can we then my brethren, think it ſtrange 


that the God of nature ſhould be i incompre- 
henſible, when his whole creation is one great 


_ prodigy ? and ſurely religion may claim the 


ſame privilege as philoſophy, and the book 


of God as the book of nature. Little it is 
that God hath given us to know of himſelf here 


below ; but of this we may be certain, that 


all the knowledge we acquire by the Scriptures, 


is 


— 
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18 ungueffionably true, becauſe it is the dic. 


tate of that Spirit, who is himſelf the God of 
truth and knowledge. It is true we may, nay, | 
we are commanded to Search the Scriptures, and 


ſee whether thoſe Dofrines we call myſteries 
are revealed in them; but when we have found 
upon a candid examination this moſt evident 
truth that God was manifeſt in the Fleſh, Though 
reaſon, human reaſon, may reſiſt, and the un- 
derſtanding may be loſt in the contem plation 


of an eternal God, and a finite man ſubſtantially 
united in the ſame perſon, and dwelling upon 
this habitable earth ;—ſtill we are to ſubmit not 


diſpute; to believe,—not argue; to adore the 
wiſdom which we cannot fathom, and reverence 


7 thoſe counſels which we cannot penetrate, | 


And now my brethren, what think you of 
Chriſt ? is he a mere Man, or the eternal 


God? if the former, what is the ground of 
your hope and expeQations ? conſider I be- 


Heech you the awful fituation in which ſuch 


perſons land ; for if Jeſus Chriſt is not truly 


God, you have a religion without an atone- 


ment, without a Juſtfier, without a Sandifier. 


On che other hand believing that Jeſus Chriſt | 
is very God. What joy and conſolatiou does 


the text afford. What an inexhauſtible motive 
; to 
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to gratitude and adoration! what comfort does 


it preſent in life, what hope will it ad- 


miniſter in death, what praiſe will it afford 


to all eternity! believing this, we enter His 


Gates with thankſgiving, and his Courts with 
Praiſe, That unto us is born this day, no 
Arian idol, no Socinian Creature, no Sabel- 


lian emanation ; but the Mighty God, the 


Everlaſting Father. Men, Brethren, and Fa- 

thers, premit me to exhort you earneſtly, to 
ſtand up boldly for this Truth; believe- me 
there is a time coming when earthly conſo- 
lations muſt, and will fail; believe me, no- 
thing then, will ſatisfy the Soul, but an in- 
tereſt in Chriſt, as your God and Saviour. 
Do not then give up this ſure anchor of 

Hope ; neither divide the merits with Jeho= 
vah, nor attempt to pluck the Crown from 
the King of Kings. 


Let us then, make it a ſubject of fervent 
prayer, that in the midſt of a froward Gen- 


eration, we may confeſs his name: let us 


take up the ſhield of faith, and put on the 
whole armour of God; looking forward to 


that awful period, when we ſhall ſee Him; 
no longer a deſpiled, a perſecuted Jeſus, 


but the Almighty Judge of Heaven and 
LD Earth 


f 21 ) 
| Farth :z=when we ſhall fee him coming in 
the Clouds, and in great Glory to take ven- 
geance of his enemies, and to exalt his 
faithful followers to the Wt a of Hea- 
ven, for ever. | 


0 Him, with che Father, and the Holy 
Spirit, Three Divine | Perſons in one Self 
exiſtent Jehovah, be aſcribed, All Honour 
and Power, Adoration and Praiſe, now and 
for evermore, Amen and Amen. 


—— Dm — er ay. — Ano — 
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Notes and Authorities. 


PAE 3, Line 15. The whappy wanders 


1 ing of 4 Clarke, or a Mh for who 
can Read the Works of Dr. Clarke, and not 
| lament that the © Scripture Doctrine of the 
Trinity“ ſhould have fo diſtinguiſhed an Au- 


| thor; and Mr. Whiſton could once ſay, © 1 


believe and am obliged ſo to do, that our 
Saviour Chriſt, is truly. God and Manz 
becauſe I find it every where Plain and Evi- 


dent, that the Style, Titles, Attributes, Ac 
tions, and incommunicable Names, of the eter- 


nal Deity, the God of Iſrael, are at leaſt as 


frequently aſcribed to the Son, as to the 


Father himfelf throughout the Bible.“ Theory 
P. 42. But though a Clarke, a Whiſton, or a 
Whatby, truſting in their own Strength, or af- 
fecting to be wile above what is Written, 


may have forſaken the Fountain of living 


Waters, others wearied in the Unitarian deſert, 


have returned to the Shepherd aud Biſhop 
of their Souls. EE 
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Page 7. Line 13 —Alluding to a Sermon 


Preached on Luke 11. 11. 


Page 7. L. 23. From Scripture "Evidence, 
© much has been done in Confirmation of 


the Doctrine of the Trinity by appeals to the 


Fathers, and to the Tenets of the Primitive 


: Church. But on the Foundation Scripture, 
the Doctrine muſt reſt for Principal 
ſupport even with Men of e, On 
this it reſts for its whole ſupport with the gen- 
erality of Chriſtians. It is therefore of exten- 
ſive Importance, that it ſhould be fully and of- 
ten ſtated from thence, intermixed as little as 


poſſible with Foreign and Fallible Matter.“ 


Dr. Eveleigk on the ee * 55. Oxford, 
* 5 


$ 


P. 8, * 1. One lad rad Writer gives a lame = 
Account, and another Argues concluſively. Dr. 


Prieſtly alluding to the Hiſtory Moles gives 
us of the Creation and Fall, lays, « In my 


Opinion there are many marks of its being 4 
very lame Account, and far from ſolving the Dif- 


| ficulty which it ſeems intended to anſwer, 


namely the Introduction of Death and Cala- 
mity into the World.” As for St. Paul, the 
Doctor informs us, his Writings abound with 

Analogies, and Antitheles, on®which no very 
Serious ſtreſs can be laid (Letters, P. 159. 161.) 
in another Place, he ſays, I think I have 
ſhewn that the Apoſtle often reaſons inconcluſively, 


Hiſt. of Corrupt. Chril lanity, Vol. 2. P. 370. 


Page 9. L. 8. —With Saint Auguſiine. Lib. 2: 


C. 23 P. 727. the Reader may ſee this Paſſage 


and 
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and Argument i in \ Waterland's Defence of his 


firſt Query. 
Page 9. L. 20. This is the Dilemma to which 


Arians are driven, Dr. Waterland well ob- 
ler ves, that there never was a Sett ſo divided 
and various, ſo unſettled and fluQuating in 
their Opinions as they. The Orthodox look- 
Ing upon the Son as eſſentially God in one ca- 


pacity, and Man in another, eaſily know what 
may be proper to aſcribe to Him in this or that 


reſpect. But the Arians are always in Uncer- 
tainty, not being able to determine, how 


much, or how little it may be proper to alcribe 


to the Son of God.“ Waterland's Sermons, 
p. Berriman on the Trinity, P. 221. &c. 


Page 9. ag And thus are Conſiſtent, Gr. 


for as on the one Hand, the Scriptures declate, 


in the moſt politive ſtrain, that the Lord our 
God is One Lord; fo they do alſo repreſent 


to us Three Porfoig each of which is n Na- 


zure God, and Lord; becauſe all the three 
Perſons, conjointly and equally, partake of one 
and the ſame Nature, which is the Godhead in 


its Unity. Thus the Trinity of ſubſiſtence does 
by no means claſh with the Unity of Effence ; 
nor does the Unity of Effence obſtrutt the 


Trinity of Perſons or Subliſtence. (Horæſol 
P. 444.) To the ſame purpoſe, Biſhop Horl- 
ley, after refuting the charge of Tritheiſm, 


brought againſt Dr. Waterland and others 
preceeds: I maintain, (ſays the Biſhop) © that 
the three Perſons are one Being: one by mu- 


tual relation, indilſoluble Connettion, and 
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gradual Subordination : So ſtrialy one that 
any Individual thing, in the whote World of 
matter and Spirit, preſents but a Faint Shadow 
of their Unity. I maintain, that each Perſon 
by himſelf is God, becauſe each poſſeſſes 
fully every Attribute of the Divine Nature. 
But I maintain, that theſe Perfons are all in- 
_ cluded in the very Idea of a God, and that 
for that reaſon as well as for the identity of 
the Attributes in each, it were impious and 
abſured to ſay, there are three Gods. For 
to ſay, there are three Gods, were to ay, 
there are three Fathers, three Sons, and three 
Holy Ghoſts. I maintain the equality of 
the three Perſons in all the Attributes of the 
Divine Nature. I maintain their equality in 
Rank and Authority, with reſpett to all created 
things, whatever Relations or Differences may 
_ fubſiſt between themſelves. Differences there 
Mult be, leſt we confound the Perſons, which 
was the Error of Sabellius : but the Differ- 
ences can only conſiſt in the Perſonal Proper- 
ties, leſt we divide the Subſtance, and make a 
Plurality of independent Gods.” Tracts in 
Controverſy, &c. with Dr. Prieſtley, P. 262. 


See alſo Waterland on the Athanaſian Creed 


and Vindication'of the Doctrines, and Liturgy 
of the Church of England, London, 1790. 
| Page 24. | 5 . | | 


Page 10. Line 22.—In the beginning was the 
Mord. &c. The Text is particularly guarded ; 
We have—The Eternal Generation of the Son 
of God, in the Beginning, —before there was 


any 


( 26 ) 


any Creature the Word exiſted ; and the Vork 
was with God, was no diſtinet ſeparate Power 
eſtranged from God, or unacquainted with him, 


but he was with God, and himſelf allo v-ry GO; 
not another God, but another Perſon only of 


the ſame Nature, Subſtance and Godhead, 


See Waterland's Sermon, on John I. 1. and 
the Authorities there quoted, Alſo his Impor- 


_ tance of the Doctrine of the Trinity, 2d Edit, 
P. 467 ; and Whitby's Comment. 


P. 14, Geneſis I. 26. I, lay no particular 
ſtreſs on the Word irh Aleim, being 
d a plural Noun, implying the Trinity of 

Perſons in the Divine Nature, who are bound 
by a Conditional Oath to the Performance of 


their ſeveral parts in the Oeconomy of Grace,“ 
nor does it become me to give an Opinion on 


this learned Controverſy, On this Text, 1 


prove the Divinity of Chriſt, from the uſe of 
the Plural, Let us Compared wich Col. I. 16. 


This the Ancient Chriſtians underſtood of 
Chriſt as the following Paflage in St. Barnabas 


clearly proves. © For this cauſe the Lord was 
content to ſuffer for our Souls, although he 
© be the Lord of the whole Farth ; to whom 
* God ſaid before the beginning of the World, 
Let us make Man after our Image and likeneſs, 
Wake's Epiſtles, P. 166. Edit. 1719. See 
alſo Knight's Sermons on the Trinity, P. 1. 
88. London, 1724, &. 2 
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Page 12. According to the Septuagint, 2 


Evęęarbnre ven x, auTW Ko WR9TKUITATIEY 


ky *r Woving &yytro: Orcs To this or to Pſalm | 


XCVII. 6. Paul alluded in Hebrews, I. 6. 
c. For it is not agreed among the learned. 
The Margin of our Bible refers to the Plalmiſt. 


But to which ever Place the Reference may 
be, it alters not the Argument, &c. compare 
Patrick on Deut. Whitby on Ove, and 
. * 39. 41, 


page 13. Jeremiah XXII.. 6. 10 late 


learned Tranſlation of this Work, the Words 


have been differently rendered the Hebrew 


5 Reads thus Db MM Nepp WR Wu 1 


The new "Texofiation” is, Nad this is the 


Name by which Jehovah ſhall call him our 
| Righteouſneſs. The Socinians who Triumph 


at this new Diſcovery, are referred to a refu- 
tation of it in Dr. 1 as above quoted. 


Page 13.—2 Peter, I. 1. Dr, Waterland 
renders this Paſſage—through the Righteouſ- 
neſs of our God and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, as 
in the Margin of our Bibles. See Dodd's 
Commentary: and ſones on the Trinity, P. 11. 


An Author to whom I am much indebted, and 


who offers forcible reaſons why it ſhould be 
o rendered. 


Page 15. And Stephen, Fe See Biſhop 
Rey” s Tratts, P. 208. &c. 
Page 
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Pare 13. When Man, &c.—On this Head 


1 -m under the greatelt Obli-ati ins to a Ser- 
mom on the Text by the Rev. Mr. Harriſon, 
te Sermon was lent me lJonetine ago by a 
Friend, and the Arguments ſtruek me as lo 
mich nore forcible than thoſe I had adduced, 

t a. | fave rather conſulted the Reader's Be- 


12 Ut ty ail my On Tx putation, by taking a 
larger exaact than 1 cherwife loud have. 


duc, 


page 19. Line 23.—Yo ue a N Ke. 
many Writers have ehlarged on thele Points. 
See Abbadie on the Divinity of Clir:ll, who 


proves, that, * If Jeſus Chriſt be not truly 


God of the ſame Eſſence with the Father, the 
 Mahometan Religion, 18 preferable to the 
Curiſtian Roligion, and Jeſus Chriſt is in ferior 


5 Met ee hat the Sandh: -drin did 


an Attol Juice, in putting him to Death, 
2 that neither the Ancient Jewich, nor the 
C tilt Religion, is attended with buch Evie 
Gnce to d. Kinga it from lopoſtuſe“— 
AuLAuUL Cu the Divinity of Chill, Luit, Louth, 
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By the ſame Author. 


I. A Sermon, preached at High Wycombe, 
Bucks, Sunday 1lt Jan, 1792, 


9. An Eſlay on the S, ave-Trade, 


8. Reply to Slavery lo OppreBſion, 
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. 8. Line 14, READ, xl v Chap. 


415. in the XLIV. and gh. 
. 24. Penman 


23. 2, Peter 1. x. Through the Rightcouſncls Fu Cod 11 


Saviour Jeſus Ch ft, 


15 line 159. Ruan, without SatisfaRtion, 
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